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Submission Template – Ngāti Kuia Landowners
Conservation Amendment Bill
To:
Environment Committee
Parliament Buildings
Wellington

1. About Me / My whānau and whenua
Ko __________________________ te ingoa
Ko Ngāti Kuia te iwi
· I am a landowner of Māori land at:

· Our whenua includes / is affected by Department of Conservation land that:
☐ Sits within our land
☐ Cuts through our land
☐ Surrounds or restricts access to our land
· Our whenua is known as: __________________________
· Our whānau connection to this land goes back:


2. Our relationship with the whenua and the taiao
As Ngāti Kuia, we have:
· Ahikāroa – continuous occupation and connection
· Kaitiakitanga responsibilities to care for the land
· A duty to protect the mauri and mana of the taiao
For our whānau, this means:
· We use the land for: __________________________
· We care for: (e.g. ngahere, waterways, wāhi tapu)

· The presence of DOC land within our whenua affects us in these ways:



3. Treaty Settlement and Expectations
I understand that:
· The Crown acknowledged harm to Ngāti Kuia in the 2010 Te Whakatau
· Ngāti Kuia maintains rights and responsibilities over our rohe
As a landowner, I expect:
· To retain meaningful connection and access to my whenua
· To be respected as a kaitiaki alongside DOC
In my experience:



4. Key Issues for Landowners
A. Fragmentation of Māori Land
DOC land within or across our whenua potentially creates:
· Barriers to access
· Difficulty managing our land
· Disconnection between whānau and whenua
My experience:



B. Access to Māori Land
☐ Access is restricted or complicated
☐ Access depends on DOC processes or permissions
This affects us by:



C. Kaitiakitanga and Decision-Making
I believe:
· Landowners and tangata whenua should be involved in decisions from the beginning
· DOC should work with us, not make decisions without us
My experience working with DOC:



D. Section 4 – Treaty Principles
Section 4 is important because it requires respect for Te Tiriti. 
☐ I oppose any weakening or narrowing of Section 4
For our whenua, this matters because:



E. Economic Use vs Protection
The Bill proposes more economic use and development of conservation land.
As a kaumātua and landowner:
☐ I am concerned this will harm the taiao
☐ I am concerned it ignores our role as kaitiaki
My views:



F. Concessions
Ngāti Kuia seeks a concessions regime that upholds Te Tiriti o Waitangi, protects the integrity of our taonga, and ensures conservation lands are managed for present and future generations in accordance with tikanga Māori and ecological sustainability

G. Exchange or Disposal of Conservation Land
Ngāti Kuia seeks exemption from exchange, sale or disposal of areas of conservation land that has very important cultural values.
☐ I oppose the sale or exchange of conservation land
☐ The Minister needs to consider effects on adjacent Māori land before agreeing to a land exchange or disposal.

Especially where:
· It sits within or affects Māori land
· It was assumed to be protected permanently
My concerns:



5. What This Means for our whānau future
These changes affect:
· Our ability to pass land to future generations
· Our tikanga and responsibilities
· Our connection to whakapapa and wāhi tapu
For our tamariki and mokopuna:




H. Protections for Māori Landowners
I would like the Government to clearly explain:
· What protections are there for Māori landowners when it is next to, inside, or affected by conservation land?
· How will these changes protect our rights as landowners and kaitiaki?
· Will we still be able to access and use our whenua easily, without too many rules or needing permission?
· How will the Crown make sure it is upholding Te Tiriti o Waitangi and working with us properly?
· Will our whānau be included early in decisions, not told after decisions are already made?
· How will our wāhi tapu, whakapapa, and cultural values be protected?
My concerns are:
· That these changes may make it harder for us to care for and access our whenua
· That decisions could be made without properly listening to us
· That our rights and responsibilities as kaitiaki could be weakened
What I believe:
Our whānau should be able to:
· Access and care for our whenua without unnecessary barriers
· Be treated as partners, not just consulted
· Have our mana and rangatiratanga respected and protected

6. What I Ask the Committee to Do
I respectfully ask that the Committee:
· ☐ Recognise the unique situation of Māori landowners with DOC land inside or next to their whenua
· ☐ Protect Section 4 of the Conservation Act
· ☐ Ensure Ngāti Kuia Treaty Settlement commitments are upheld
· ☐ Improve access for landowners to their own whenua
· ☐ Require DOC to work in partnership with landowners
· ☐ Stop disposal or exchange of conservation land affecting Māori land
Other requests:


7. Final Words
(You may wish to kōrero from the heart, please let the government feel your kōrero)




8. Hearing Preference
☐ I wish to speak to my submission
☐ I do not wish to speak

9. Contact Details
Name: __________________________
Email: __________________________
Phone: __________________________

